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prosperity, always chiefly solicitous to leave to his children a solid in-
heritance of virtue, by his example, and by deeply instilling into them
lessons of piety. Her mother Lapa had a particular affection for this
daughter above her other children; and the accomplishments of mind
and body with which she was adorned made her the darling and delight
of all that knew her and procured her the name of Euphrosyna. She
was favoured by God with extraordinary graces as soon as she was capable
of knowing him. She withdrew very young to a solitude a little way out
of the town to imitate the lives of the fathers of the desert Returning
after some time to her father's house, she continued to be guided by the
same spirit. In her childhood she consecrated her virginity to God bv
a private vow. Her love of mortification and prayer, and her sentiments
of virtue, were such as are not usually found in so tender an age. But
God was pleased to put her resolution to a great triaL At twelve years
of age her parents thought of engaging her in a married state. Catharine
found them deaf to her entreaties that she might live single; and there-
fore redoubled her prayers, watching, and austerities, knowing her pro-
tection must be from God alone. Her parents regarding her inclination
to solitude as unsuitable to the life for which they designed her, endeavoured
to divert her from it, and began to thwart her devotions, depriving her
in this view of the little chamber or cell they had till then allowed her.
They loaded her with the most distracting employments and laid on her
the drudgery of all the house, as if she had been a person hired into the
family for that purpose. The hardest labour, humiliations, contempt, and
the insults of her sisters were to the saint a subject of joy; and such was
her ardent love of crosses that she embraced them in all shapes with a
holy eagerness and received all railleries with an admirable sweetness and
heroic patience. If anything grieved her, it was the loss of her dear solitude.
But the Holy Ghost, that interior faithful master to whom she listened,
taught her to make herself another solitude in her heart. In that admirable
Treatise of God's Providence which she writ, she saith, " That our Lord
had taught her to build in her soul a private closet, strongly vaulted with
the divine providence, and to keep herself always close and retired there;
he assured her that by this means she should find peace and perpetual
repose in her soul, .which no storm or tribulation could disturb or interrupt/*
Her sisters and other friends persuaded her to join with them in the diver-
sions of the world, alleging that virtue is not an enemy to neatness in
dress or to cheerfulness; under which soft names they endeavoured^ to
recommend the dangerous liberties of worldly pastimes and vanities.
Catharine was accordingly prevailed upon by her sister to dress in a
manner something more genteel; but she soon repented of her com-
pliance, and wept for it during the remainder of her life as the greatest
infidelity she had ever been guilty of to her heavenly spouse. The death